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anatomy, and a few years later, along with young Dr. Douglas,
he visited Leyden, and saw the work of the great anatomist
Albinus, then at the height of his fame. William Hunter founded
the Windmill Street School of Anatomy, the centre of anatomical
learning in London during many years.1 He accumulated a
collection of anatomical and other specimens which, along with
Dr. John FothergilTs collection, now forms the Hunterian Museum
of Glasgow, and he became the leading obstetrician of London.
This honour he shared at first with Smellie, but his career was
longer than that of Smellie. Moreover, Hunter was elegant in
dress and refined in manner, in contrast to Smellie who was
somewhat uncouth. He led an austere life, never married, and
worked hard to the end, although his later years were clouded
by an unfortunate controversy with his brother. His greatest
work was an atlas of The Anatomy of the Human Gravid Uterus
(1774). In his obstetrical practice he was conservative, his rule
being to leave the case to Nature whenever possible. Forceps he
seldom used ; in fact, he was wont to exhibit his own rusty pair
as proof of this fact.
Eighteenth-Century Surgery
The two leading surgeons of the early years of the eighteenth
century were William Gheselden and Percivall Pott, both of them
able and distinguished men, although their work was perhaps
overshadowed by that of their brilliant pupil, John Hunter.
WILLIAM CHESELDEN (1688-1752), a student under William
Cowper the anatomist, became surgeon, to St. Thomas's Hospital,
famous, as a lithotomist, and one of the best known men of hi&
time.2 He attended Sir Isaac Newton and Alexander Pope. The
latter referred to his medical attendants in the couplet:
I'll do what Mead and Cheselden advise,
To keep those limbs and to preserve those eyes.
Cheselden was one of the first to perform iridotomy, restoring
sight to a blind boy by constructing an artificial pupil. In
operations for stone (lithotomy) he excelled.5 Incredible though
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